
12. Mammals, 1941-47 

 

“Annual Wildlife Census Report: Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument,” September 18, 1942, 

Folder: Mammals, 1941-47, Box 2322, Central Classified Files, 1907-49, RG 79, NARA-

MD. 

 

This primary source is an Annual Wildlife Census Report for Organ Pipe Cactus National 

Monument.  It was written on September 18, 1942 by Bates E. Wilson, the Acting Custodian for 

the monument.  In this report, he lists the different species of the animals living within the park, 

estimates their population, and remarks on how often the animals are sighted.  In addition, Mr. 

Wilson recommends the construction of a fence along the U.S./Mexico border.  This fence would 

protect permanent watering holes from wild horse and burro traffic coming from Mexico.  

Protection of wildlife within the monument and the adjoining Federal Game Refuge is a priority, 

so Mr. Wilson requires his park rangers to check for hunting licenses and ensure that hunters are 

aware that the park is patrolled. 

 

 

 

William R. Supernaugh, Ajo, AZ, to Regional Director, Region Three, February 7, 1946,  

 Folder: Mammals, 1941-47, Box 2322, Central Classified Files, 1907-49, RG 79,

 NARA-MD. 

 

This primary source is a memorandum for the Regional Director, Region Three, of the 

National Park Service.  It was written on February 7, 1946 by William R. Supernaugh, the 

Custodian of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.  Mr. Supernaugh attached a newspaper 

clipping to this memorandum that describes the poisoning of predatory animals, such as coyotes, 

in Arizona.  He believes that the writer of the article, Wayland Potter of Prescott, Arizona, has a 

valid argument regarding the negative effects of poison to reduce predatory animal populations.  

Mr. Supernaugh is concerned that poisoning operations occurring to the west of Organ Pipe 

National Monument could possibly drive the animals into the park, and would therefore create an 

overpopulation of coyotes within the monument. 

 

 

 

William R. Supernaugh, Ajo, AZ, to Regional Director, Region Three, June 13, 1947, Folder:

 Mammals, 1941-47, Box 2322, Central Classified Files, 1907-49, RG 79, NARA-MD. 

 

This primary source is a memorandum for the Regional Director, Region Three, of the 

National Park Service.  It was written on June 13, 1947 by William R. Supernaugh, the 

Custodian of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.  The memorandum provides estimates for 

animal populations within the monument and was intended to be used at a meeting of the 

American Society of Mammalogists.  Mr. Supernaugh speculates that the animal population 

within the park has remained constant, in spite of the severe drought conditions that occurred 

between 1943 and 1946.  Although the area has been under federal protection since 1939, 

poaching within the monument has not been completely eliminated.  He attributes this problem 

to insufficient personnel employed at the monument.  Another problem that Mr. Supernaugh 



addresses is the effects of rabies in bobcats, fox, coyotes, and various other animals within Organ 

Pipe Cactus National Monument. 
 


